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Introduction 

The Sykes Picot Agreement, which is also known as the Asia Minor Agreement is a treaty 

which dates back to after WW1. Mark Sykes, from Britain, and George Picot, from France, both 

secretly met up to finalize this treaty that makes the markings of the Middle East (Aaron W. 

Hughes Philip S, 2018). Through this treaty, the European powers took control. Region A, which 

was controlled by the French had power over Southeastern Turkey, Northern Iraq, Lebanon, and 

Syria, whereas region B, which was controlled by the British contained, current day Southern 

Israel and Palestine, Jordan, and Southern Iraq (Boundless). Furthermore, the Sykes picot line 

separated both the French and British controlled countries.  

Even though the Sykes Picot Agreement was established to specify the mutually agreed 

areas that the British and French controlled of the Middle East, many problems arose because of 

it. Due to the Sykes Picot agreement’s border misplacements, the Israeli-Palestinian issue 

occured. This issue revolves around who is in control of the land as Israel claims the land to be 

theirs, while the Arabs on the other hand have already rightfully occupied the land 

(Israel-Palestinian Two-State Solution 'in Serious Danger, 2016). Overall, issues including the 

formation of Israeli-Palestine borders, and the violence that arose in Iraq all developed due to 

the unagreed upon divisions of countries in the Middle East while the agreement was being 

made (Wright, Robin, et al, 2016).  

This treaty continues to affect us in multiple ways, and was the primary cause of the 

breakdown of arab nation states. Due to the British and French misplacement of the Middle 

East, many countries have rebelled and destroyed their borders and territories. According to the 

Al-Hayat Media Center, the border of Iraq and Syria which was made by the arab leaders and 

wester imperialists was destroyed as they believe that the “world belongs to Allah, and we are all 

one country” (Miller James, 2016).  
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Definition of Key Terms 

Triple Entity 

The current day Middle East was determined by the triple entity, which consisted of the 

French, British, and the Russians. Together, the Triple Entity agreed on the border placements 

of the Middle East and who would take control over which region.  

Ottoman Empire 

Between the 14th and 20th century, the Ottoman Empire had power over most of 

Southeastern Europe, Western Asia, and Northern Africa between the 14th and early 20th 

centuries. Therefore, the Sykes Picot agreement resulted in the division of the Ottoman Empire.  

Self determination  

Self determination is a nation's ability to have power over themselves and their own 

decisions. The Arabs wanted to decide their own future and be self determined, however they 

were under the control of the British and French.  

Allied Powers 

Allied powers are countries that work together and have an alliance. Through the Sykes 

Picot agreement, the French, British, and Russians were all allied powers since they determined 

the borders of the Middle East and took control together.  

Nationalist movement 

Nationalist movements are when people fight for governing their own nation, and gaining 

independence. The Sykes Picot agreement resulted in many nationalistic movmenets since the 

Arabs wanted to be self determined and govern themselves.  

Imperialists 

Imperialists are individuals who want to extend their control over a nation through the 

use of colonization. The border that the western imperialist helped create between Iraq and 

Syria was destroyed as they wanted to be unified.  

Disputes 
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A dispute is a disagreement between people, for instance two nations. Many disputes 

occurred due to the Sykes Picot agreement, for example territorial disputes. This resulted in the 

war between Iraq and Iran since the Iraqi’s wanted power over Iran.  

One-state solution 

One state solution is a possible solution to the ongoing Israel and Palestine conflict, since 

it would combine both nations into a unified one.  

Two-state solution 

Two state solution is another alternative solution to the one state solution, however it is 

at farther reach. This would result in both Palestine and Israel completely splitting and each 

being governed separately.  

Background Information 

The Sykes Picot agreement has severely affected the modern day Middle East in multiple 

ways due to the lack of knowledge from the French and British while creating the map. Firstly, 

while establishing this agreement, the French and British disregarded the region's political 

preferences of the Arabs. Zikri Most, an adviser to the Kurdistans President, explained how the 

Sykes Picot Agreement was unrightful as it determined the Arabs' future without their voice 

(Wright, Robin, 2016). Furthermore, the French and British randomly determined the borders 

of the Middle East based on their specific preferences. Britain’s prime minister specifically 

stated, “I should like to draw a line from the ‘E’ in Acre to the last ‘K’ in Kirkuk” (Wright, Robin, 

2016). Showcasing how many problems would arise due to the arbitrarily and unfairly identified 

borders of the Middle East. Lastly, nowadays, as time has progressed geopolitically our world 

has changed, therefore, this treaty is resulting in massive problems.  

This treaty could have been improved if there were Arabs included in the making of the 

Middle East. This treaty would have been much more just if the British and French allowed for 

Arab representatives to help them establish the borders and future of the Middle East, as the 

Arabs would have been allowed to decide upon their own future through self determination. 

These Arabs were guaranteed to be able to govern themselves by the British if they assisted the 

allies post WW1, however this didn’t occur, resulting in a lack of trust among them .  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United Kingdom: 
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           This treaty involves the British since they determined the boundaries of the Middle East 

alongside the French. To begin with, the blue zone, which was under control by the French rule, 

consisted of Lebanon, parts of western Syria and eastern Turkey (Boundless). Next, the A-Zone, 

which was indirectly controlled by the French, took control over most of Syria, and Northern 

Iraq (Boundless).  

 

France: 

           This treaty revolves around the French since they split the Middle East with the British 

and each had control over all the other countries and determined the boundaries of them. The 

Red Zone, which was directly ruled by the British consisted of Eastern Iraq and most of Kuwait 

(Boundless). The B-Zone, which was indirectly controlled by the British, took control over 

Northern Jordan and Southern (Boundless).  

 

Palestine and Israel: 

          Both Palestine and Israel were controlled by the British, however due to the British and 

Frenchs misplacements of borders, an issue known as the Israeli-Palestinian issue arose. There 

were arguments based on who was in control of the land. Israel claims the land to be theirs, 

while the Arabs on the other hand have already rightfully occupied the land (Israel-Palestinian 

Two-State Solution 'in Serious Danger, 2016). Therefore, this treaty directly affected the 

Palestinians and Israelis as it caused violence between them and resulted in the Palestinian 

National Security Forces and the Israel Defense Force having issues.  

 

National Security Forces and the Israel Defense Force: 

         Due to the Palestinian Israeli conflict many issues arose between them. There was a lot of 

violence between both the Palestinians, and the Israelis, therefore, both the National Security 

Forces and the Israel Defense Force began to have issues. Both of these forces had 

disagreements based on the border misplacements which were created by the French and 

British.  

 

Iraq: 

         Furthermore, Iraq was controlled by both the French and the British. The Northern Part of 

Iraq was indirectly controlled by the French, however the Eastern part was ruled by the British. 

Due to this, the Iraqis experienced many issues with its border due to the unagreed upon 

divisions of countries in the Middle East while the agreement was being made. Therefore, the 

border of Iraq and Syria which was made by the arab leaders and wester imperialists was 
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destroyed as they believed that the “world belongs to Allah, and we are all one country” (Miller 

James, 2016). 

Timeline of Events 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

Political Resolution of Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Still Crucial to Sustainable 

Middle East Peace, Secretary-General Stresses in Security Council, 11 February 

2020 (SG/SM/19969): 
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Date Description of event 

1915-1916 Between 1915 and 1916, Mark Sykes and Georges 

Picot secretly discussed the treaty, made 

negotiations, and mapped it out.  

1916 Sykes Picot agreement was established. This treaty 

allowed the European powers to take control since 

the British and French took control and had power 

over the middle east.  

1916 Ottoman Empire was destroyed since the Arabs 

revolted through the assistance of the British.  

1920 France split the land in Lebanon, and established a 

secure space for the Maronite Christians. 

1970 The Palestinian-Jordanian issue arose between the 

Arabs and Israelis over who was in control of the 

land.  

1980-1988 The Iraq and Iran war took place due to political 

and territorial disputes, and since Iraq wanted to 

take control over Iran. 

2001 War on Terror began, and was a campaign which 

was established by the US to eliminate terrorist 

groups.  

2014 The border of Iraq and Syria which was made by 

the arab leaders and wester imperialists was 

destroyed as they believed that the “world belongs 

to allah, and we are all one country.” 
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The United Nations is actively involved in assisting both the Palestinians and Israelis in 

maintaining peace and resolving their long-lasting problem. The UN has assisted both nations 

through their resolutions as well as their international law agreements (Political Resolution of 

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Still Crucial to Sustainable Middle East Peace, 2020). The UN 

strongly believes that leaders in both nations support their communities in order to create a 

peaceful and just nation.  

Security Council Resolution 598: Iraq-Islamic Republic of Iran: 

The UN, specifically the Security Council, ensured that both Iran and Iraq both stopped the 

usage of any military weapons and all forces that surrounded the boundary. The UN sent a team 

to watch the recognized boundaries for any weaponry or forces still there (Security Council 

Resolution 598, 1987). Furthermore, the UN established resolution 598 which both Iran and 

Iraq accepted, resulting in peace and security among them.  

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The McMahon Agreement 

A year before the Sykes Picot Agreement was being established, another agreement named the 

McMahon Agreement which revolved around the freedom of the Arabs was created (The 

McMahon Agreement, 2015). This agreement failed since it wasnt clear when it stated that only 

“pure arab nations” were involved in it. The Arabs viewed Palestine as a complete arab nation, 

however the British hadn’t, thus resulting in the Arabs not being self determined. Therefore, if 

this agreement was redone fairly, and clearly, it could possibly be successful.  

Destruction of the Iraqi and Syrian border:  

The border between Iraq and Syria had resulted in many conflicts, thus, they rebelled and 

destroyed it. According to an article written by the Al-Hayat Media Center, they had destroyed 

this border established by the western imperialists since they believed that we were all unified as 

one (Miller James, 2016). This was extremely successful as it boosted Iran and made the two 

neighboring countries on exceptional terms.  

One state and Two State solution: 

In response to the issues in Palestine and Israel that arose due to the Sykes Picot Agreement, 

discussions arose on whether there could possibly be a one state or two state solution (BBC 

News, 2016). However, nowaday, both Palestine and Israel are in closer reach to a two state 

solution. A one state solution which would result in a unitary Palestinian Israeli state, or a two 
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state solution which would result in both Palestine and Israel being independent and governing 

themselves separately.  

Possible Solutions 

Palestinian Israeli Conflict: 

A peace deal between Palestine and Israel must be established in order to discuss the Israeli 

policies specifically revolving around settlements as well as the compositions of the 

governments. Furthermore, a policy associated with the “two-state solution” must be established 

since it will create peace among the Middle East. Through this policy, Israel and Palestine would 

each separately have power over various parts of land, therefore, guaranteeing freedom of 

settlement and removing any potential violence.  

Redrawing the borders: 

The Sykes Picot Agreement has resulted in many current issues, specifically due to the 

misplacements of the borders. Therefore, the redrawing of the borders into smaller national 

states would also be another solution to this issue. The Arabs would redraw the borders in 

regard to the region's political preferences, thus making it just and reducing possible issues.  

Reduce involvement of france and england:  

While the Middle East’s borders are being redrawn, the powers of the French and British should 

be severely reduced. The French and British disregarded the region's political preferences of the 

Arabs, therefore if Arabs are included in the mapping of the Middle East and the French and 

British powers were eliminated these problems would be resolved. The Arabs would have been 

able to decide their own future through self determination.  

Regualting nationalistic movements to prevent uprise and chaos: 

Due to the misplacements of the borders, multiple nations believe that the only way to be self 

determined is through nationalistic movments, however chaos is strongly associated with such. 

Many countries are acting violently since they believe that their borders were drawn without 

regard to their political preferences, therefore, regulating the nationalistic movements would 

help create less violence and chaos, and more peace while this issue is attemped at being solved.  
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Appendix or Appendices 

I. https://theconversation.com/the-sykes-picot-agreement-and-the-making-of-the-modern

-middle-east-58780  

This website is helpful or understanding what the Sykes Picot Agreement is, getting 

general facts, and learning about a few of the conflicts associated with it.  

II. https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/how-the-curse-of-sykes-picot-still-haun

ts-the-middle-east  

This website shows how the Middle East is still affected nowadays by this treaty.  

III. https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/what-next-for-the-middle-east-after-the-sykes-p

icot-agreement-359758  

This website helps provide information on who was involved in the Sykes Picot 

agreement, along with a few facts on why it is still important and how the problems 

associated with it can be solved.  

IV. https://www.rferl.org/a/why-islamic-state-cares-so-much-about-sykes-picot/2773846

7.html  

Through this website you can see how the border between Iraq and Syria was destroyed 

and how they rebelled against the treaty.  

V. https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-ma

ps/sykes-picot-agreement  

This website gives a general overview of the Sykes Picot agreement, along with 

background information, this website provides the reader with an understanding of the 

terms in the agreement.  
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