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Introduction 

Human trafficking is a major issue affecting females, males and children all over the 

world. Human trafficking involves the use of “ford, fraud or coercion to obtain some type of 

labor or sex act” (UNHCR). In the United States alone almost a million people of all ages and 

races have been victims of human trafficking. The process of human trafficking involes the 

process of trapping someone into some sort of violence, deception or exploitation. It is very 

common for women to be taken advantaged into sexual acts through human trafficking 

shcemes. Also for men, to be tricked into risky, dangerous jobs and forced into labour.  

According to the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 51% of identified 

victims of trafficking are women while 28% are children and 21% are men. Within the victims of 

human trafficking for sexual reasons, 72% of them are reported to be women. Trafficking can 

occur within or or outside national borders, however, it is more common that victims are 

trafficked internationally. It is known that almost 63% of human trafficking incideince were 

perfoemd by males while on 37% were done by females.  

The people that often get involved and are victims to human trafficking are often living 

below the poverty line and face discrimmination of some sort. Human traffickers usually target 

such groups of vulnerable people because they are more naive and easily get manipulated. As 

they view trafficking as an opportunity to provide for their families. Because of the position they 

are in, they often take these risks and perform the tasks they are forced to do because they need 

to make money and they are very vulnerable.  

The human trafficking is an industry almost a multi-billion dollar criminal industruy that 

effects almost 24.9 million people worldwide (Polaris). The truth of the matter is only an 

estimated .04% of human trafficking cases actually indentified therefore most cases go are 

unknown and many human traffickers are left with no consquences.  
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Definition of Key Terms 

Coercion  

Threats any dangerous and illegimate harm to any person or a plan with an purpose or an 

intention to to make hurt a person, human trafficking would be an example of coercion. 

Trafficker 

A person who is plans and is the one who is financially getting benefits from the 

exploitation of another person, in simpler terms the person who is wants and is performing the 

human trafficking   

3P Paradigm  

The 3P Paradigm stands for prevention, protection and procescution is essentially a 

framework for how human trafficking cases should be treated and solved internatonally. It was 

officially outlined in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) in 2000. 

T Visa  

 This is a type of temporary residency visa created by the TVPA (Trafficking Victims 

Protection Act) in order to give victims of trafficking residency in the United States.  

Facilitators  

Human trafficking operations often intersect with busniees and certain industies help 

support human trafficking efforts. These facilitators may include hotels, labor brokers and other 

organizations or businesses.  

Force (Federal TVPA)  

Any kind of physical harm that is causing serious bodily harm. Examples include 

kidnapping, human trafficking, pushing, shoving, denial of any human rights, forced lying, being 

held hostage and forced use of drugs.  

Quota  

The set amount of money that a victim must make before they are “free”. Data shows that 

the average quota for a woman is between $300 and $2000. However, it does vary depending 

on location and the trafficker.  

 

Page 2 of 9 | Research Report 



American School of Dubai Model United Nations 2021 | February 2021 

 

Background Information 

According to United Nations Human Right (UNHCR), “human trafficking is refered to 

the process throuh which indiauls are placed or maninaed in an exploitative situation for 

economic gain”. This can occur either within the borders of a country or possibly internationally. 

The reason as to why a woman, man or child could be trafficked are for a variety of reasons. 

Including forced labor in factories or for forced marriage or other sexual exploitation. The 

international argeement on what classifies human trafficking has only been updated very 

recently. Only from the 1990s the States have begun separating trafficking from other practices 

related to irregular migration. It is important to know that the international definition of 

trafficking doesn’t include the movement of trafficking. Meaning that “hat trafficking does not 

just refer to the process whereby someone is moved into situations of exploitation; it also 

extends to the maintenance of that person in a situation of exploitation”.  

Human trafficking is a crime that exploits women, children and men for a numbr of 

reasons including forced labour and sex. From 2003 and onwards the UN Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC) has collected information and data regarding 225,000 victims of human 

trafficking that have been detected globally. The reports from the UNODC, has shown a 

dramatic increase in global human trafficking rates from 2003.  

The truth of the matter, is every and each very county in the world is affected by human 

trafficking, whether it be as the whole country of origin, transit, or destination for victims. The 

issue of human trafficking has been occuring for centuries because of the loop holes in foreign 

policy. Traffickers around the world continue to target women and girls because of the lack of 

protection for women in developing countries. The majority of detected victims of trafficking for 

sexual exploitation suggest that 35 percent of those trafficked for forced labour are female 

(Ruth). In places where human trafficking occurs, like Russia, Iran, China, women are often 

seen as inferior to men. And because of this, human trafficking likes to rationalize the crime to 

be tagerted to womens women because of their already preconceived notion about women, that 

exists.  

To try to solve this problem, each country has made their own efforts and policies to 

address the variations in trafficking around the world. Since each country has different 

trafficking patterns, like who gets targets and the reasons for targeting them, it is extremely 

important that each country has their own politics and efforts to solve the issue.  
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Belarus/Russia 

Belarusian victims are mainly situated in Belarus or Russia. The human traffickers 

smuggle victims to Poland, Turkey and other countries near the Middle East and Eurasia. Those 

who are victims of trafficking are usually Belaruian women who want employment in the adult 

entertainment and hotel industries.  

China 

In China, the traffickers usually target men, women and children into sex and forced 

labor. China is one of the worst counreis for human trafficking, according to the 2017 TIP report. 

It is common for children and adults with disabilities to be trafficked alongside with foreigners.  

Iran 

In Iran,  women and children are most likely to be trafficked for sexual reasons. 

Traffickers specifically sought out girls in the ages between 13 to 17. Though most trafficking 

happens in Iran, other countries near the middle east like UAE, Pakistan and Afghanistan are in 

cahoots with Iran.  

Venezuela  

Venezuela is always ranked one of the worst countries for human trafficking. Not only 

who 55% of adults, 26% of girls and 19% of boys get trafficked, but the country does very little to 

prevent it. Although they have strict laws, the procession of the crime is actually rare. There was 

only been three instances of impirsoment due to human trafficking.  

 

Timeline of Events 
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Date  Event  

1910 The Mann Act of 1910 (made it a felony to perform or try to perform acts of human 

trafficking) 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Improving the coordination of efforts against trafficking in persons, 20 December 2006 

(A/RES/61/180) 

● Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and 

Children, 15 November 2000, (53/111) 

● Strengthening and promoting effective measures and international cooperation on organ 

donation and transplantation to prevent and combat trafficking in persons for the 

purpose of organ removal and trafficking in human organs, 4 August 2017, 

(A/71/L1.80) 

● United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, 8 December 

2010, (A/RES/64/293) 

● Maintenance of International peace and security, 21 November 2017, (S/RES/2388) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 
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2000  The United States (passed the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (offers protections 

for people in the country who have suffered from human trafficking)  

 

2003 The United Nations passes the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 

in Person (first global legally binding treaty)  

 

2006 California Trafficking Victims Protection Act (California’s first human trafficking law 

that establishes the act as a felony)  

 

2016 Global Action Against Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of Migrants (the Glo 

Act initiated by EU and UN)  

  



American School of Dubai Model United Nations 2021 | February 2021 
 

Each country has made their own efforts and policies to address the variations in 

trafficking around the world. Since each country has different trafficking patterns, like who gets 

targets and the reasons for targeting them, it is extremely important that  each country has their 

own politics and efforts to solve the issue.  

 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) 

The United States has tried to solve the issue of human trafficking through their 

Trafficking Vitims Protection ACT (TVPA), that was made and officalized in 2000. This was 

actually the first law to address trafficking in the United States. The law was mainly aimed to 

prevent and protect survivors and outline the procedure for punishment for the trafficker. 

Although this is a great accomplishment, this federal law document has expired in 2011 and has 

yet to be reauthorized. Each state has different laws and approaches to human trafficking. For 

example, in states like Massachuets, they have created a Human Trafficking Tsk force but in 

other states like Whypming, no law esisted to even punish those involved in human trafficking. 

 

Kvinnofrid Law 

In Sweden, the Kvinnofrid law makes it illegal to buy sex however, not to sell sex. 

Although, this law was suppose to reduce human trafficking, in actuality it only made the 

problem worse. Sex workers now work even more in the underground becasue of this act and 

has made it even more dangerous. This law doesn’t solve a big part of human trafficking that is 

prevention and protection.  

 

UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking Persons  

The most effective international documentation that made surrounding human 

trafficking. The UN approach to human trafficking is effective because it adresss the following 

parts of the issue, prevention, protection and punishment. Since, the UN is unable to change 

policies within a country, the document lacks actual political changes within countries. 

However, the UN Protocol has encourages more countries to establish governmental funded 

program that can help support vitcims of human trafficking .  
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Possible Solutions 

NGOs and IGO Awareness Campaigns  

All non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and international government organizations 

(IGOs) should have an awareness campaign in the month of July, since July 30th is World Day 

against Trafficking in person. Throughout the year, however, they should still educate citizens 

about the dangerous in human trafficking and the precautions. With the use of different media 

forms like televison advertisements, posters, social media campaigns nd announcements, NGOs 

can bring awareness to different aspects of human trafficking: protection, prevention and 

precaution. 

Government-funded protection over Human Trafficking Victitms  

Governments could provide more protection to human trafficking victims and surviors by 

different benefit programs. For example, having a safe shelter for those who have been 

trafficked. This place would be a secured shelter, that could be used as a home to those who have 

been rescued or in the process of escaping. In this shelter, therapy sessions can be offered for the 

survivors who are in need of counselling. Other benefits would include food accommodation, 

educational opportunity, medical needs, legal support as well as career counseling as part of a 

reintegration program.  

Reporting Benefits  

Creating a hot line for people to report cases of human trafficking. This hot line would be 

similar to a sudicial hotline, but also would be used for victims to get the attention of the 

officials. To be most effective, each major city should have their own hotline, that is specific to 

their own city. The citizens could  call on the hotline if they need to report any suspension of 

human trafficking, get help as a victim or just as a means to get information about human 

trafficking in the that city. The hotline would be 24-hours, and anyone can call at any hour in the 

day.  
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Appendix or Appendices 

I. https://www.dhs.gov/human-trafficking-laws-regulations (Human Trafficking Laws and 

Regulations). This is very helpful website because it outlines worldwide regulation 

surrounding human trafficking and provides global human trafficking laws.  

II. https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/human-trafficking-laws.aspx 

(National Conference of State Legislature) This is great website because it outlines the 

United States, Russia and Canada’s  regulation surrounding human trafficking and 

provides global human trafficking laws.  

III. https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/global-report-on-trafficking-in-pe

rsons.html (UN Global Report) This is very helpful website because it a full report 

conducted by the UN, that evaluates each countries situation with human trafficking and 

their efforts to minimize the problem.  

IV. https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/human-trafficking-numbers (Human 

Trafficking fact sheet) This is very useful website because it provides hollistic statistics 

about human trafficking, where it happens, the demographic and the legal procaustions 

that are normaly taken.  
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V. https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/7/compilation-trafficking-survivors-s

hare-stories  This is great website because it provides hollistic statistics about human 

trafficking, where it happens, the demographic and the legal procaustions that are 

normaly taken.  

VI. https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/7/compilation-trafficking-survivors-s

hare-stories  This is very helpful website because it provides hollistic statistics about 

human trafficking, where it happens, the demographic and the legal procaustions that are 

normaly taken.  

VII. https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/7/compilation-trafficking-survivors-s

hare-stories  This is a very valueable website because it provides real stories of women 

that have been trafficked. They come from different countries and provide first hand 

insight to what truly happens.  
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