
American School of Dubai Model United Nations 2021 | February 2021 

Forum: General Assembly 2  

Issue: Developing a framework to support sustainable tourism industries in 

various countries which include but is not limited to: single-use 

products, modes of environmentally taxing transportation, animal 

abuse for entertainment, etc. 

Student Officer: Isabela Salman 

Position: President 

 

Introduction 

Sustainable tourism is a system which supports tourism while preventing excessive waste and 

pollution. Tourism is one of the largest growing industries in the world and is one of the most wasteful, 

promoting increased pollution from transportation as well as single use products. Not only are products 

and transportation an increasing concern, but many tourist locations base their income on entertainment 

which include animal abuse. This issue has previously been brought to light in situations such as Sea 

World in the U.S. and elephant riding in Thailand. However, many of these institutions have not been 

eliminated. Sustainable tourism is a topic that has slowly been growing in popularity with increased 

awareness of environmental sustainability. Some ways to increase sustainability is to decrease the usage 

of single-use products as well as promoting regenerative travel, a new method for traveling, which aims 

to restore soil as well as carbon. Sustainable tourism will allow the most wasteful industry to contribute 

less towards unsustainable practices and create patterns that will preserve the Earth. Various systems 

and practices have been implemented to ensure that habits can be formed and repeated throughout the 

world as a whole and not only in single countries. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

The total value of goods and services produced in a country. It measures how well a country is 

doing economically. 

Ecotourism 

Also known as ecological tourism, ecotourism primarily focuses on biodiversity as the main 

tourist attraction and aims to protect both biodiversity and cultural heritage. 
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Responsible tourism 

Responsible tourism refers to tourism in which the tourists are concerned about their mode of 

transportation and location, influenced by their ethical and racial sensitivities, while also being 

concerned for the local environment and culture while traveling. 

Carbon neutral 

Having a balance between emitting carbon dioxide and absorbing carbon dioxide through carbon 

offsetting. This achieves a zero net waste of carbon. 

Carbon offsetting 

Reducing carbon dioxide or other greenhouse gases equal to carbon emitted elsewhere. The 

process of achieving carbon neutrality. 

Carbon sequestration 

Creating carbon sinks, that collect carbon, that keep the carbon from entering Earth’s 

atmosphere. Deforestation releases carbon, but reforestation absorbs carbon due to photosynthetic 

processes. 

Background Information 

A history of tourism 

In 2019, tourism accounted for US$8.9 trillion of the world’s GDP, which is 10.3% of it. It also 

created 1 in 10 jobs globally, totalling to 330 million jobs worldwide (WTTC). However, tourism has 

slowed significantly since the Covid-19 pandemic, causing 121 million jobs and US $3.4 trillion to be lost 

(McKeever, 2020). Even though this is a significant economic disruption, it has proven to be an 

environmental relief. Tourism used to produce an estimated amount of 4.8 million tonnes per year, 

which is 14% of all solid waste globally, as reported by the United Nations Environment Programme 

(McDowall, 2016). Since the lull of the pandemic, the tourism industry is striving to make tourism more 

sustainable. 

Regenerative Travel 

Regenerative travel has become popular, especially in 2020 after the pandemic hit the tourism 

industry. Since then, six nonprofit organizations around the world joined together to create the Future of 

Tourism coalition, with their goal to “build a better tomorrow,” that has already been signed by 22 travel 

groups (Glusac, 2020). One travel group called OneSeed Expeditions has dedicated 10% of its revenue to 

creating more sustainable tourism in less developed countries, while Intrepid Travel has been carbon 

neutral since 2010 and aims to continue its goal of spreading sustainability (Glusac, 2020). 
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Sustainable wildlife 

Apart from waste and pollution, sustainable tourism also addresses animal cruelty within the 

tourism industry. Some researchers have estimated that these wildlife tourist attractions make up 

20-40% of the tourism industry, as seen through World Animal Protection’s estimate that around 110 

million people visit cruel wildlife tourism institutions per year (“World Animal Protection”). These 

attractions are prevalent worldwide and are experienced by many. Elephant riding in Thailand, other 

Asian countries, and South Africa causes post-traumatic stress to the elephants after bullhook usage on 

the elephants to train them to let tourists ride them. Tourist interactions with lions and tigers separate 

these wild cats from their mothers and keep them captivated for their lifetime and face abuse if they 

begin to become aggressive, despite it being in their wild nature. There are many more instances where 

stress, trauma, and death occurs in bears, dolphins, turtles, etc solely to capture and use them for tourist 

enjoyment. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Switzerland 

Switzerland is one of the leading countries in sustainable tourism with their many efforts to 

protect the environment. Energy conservation is maintained at the Muottas Muragl Romantik Hotel, 

which uses renewable sources of solar and geothermal energy. The Entlebuch Biosphere reserve 

conserves local biodiversity and promotes primarily the ecological and social aspects of sustainable 

tourism. Additionally, many ecotourism organizations have been created to conserve the culture and the 

land. Switzerland Tourism is one organization that aims to conserve biodiversity and reduce their carbon 

footprint by hosting bicycle tours and wildlife experiences. 

Belize 

In Belize, tourism is the backbone of the economy and they have intended to create more 

sustainable travel through self-initiative of the land-owners. Since the 1980s, the government has 

encouraged Belizeans to be primary stakeholders of their own tourism industry, promoting sustainability 

because each resident would want to protect their own land. They have recently turned away from cruises 

due to the environmental impacts and they ensure protected lands such as Rio Bravo, a 260,000+ acre 

tropical rainforest reserve, and Glover’s Reef, which is a marine reserve that prohibits fishing. 

South Africa 

South Africa is a country that did not have much change in the tourism industry in terms of 

sustainability from 1994 to current date, but recently they have made some changes to work towards a 

more sustainable industry. One example of change for the better is the Madikwe Game Reserve in 
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Thakadu River Camp, which was built, owned and operated by the local community. The reserve intends 

to preserve wildlife species and in accordance with "Operation Phoenix," launched in 1993, more than 

8,000 animals were brought to the camp upon being game to hunter. The camp benefits the local 

community and promotes ecotourism through their partnerships with North-West Parks and the 

Molatedi Community. 

The International Ecotourism Society (TIES) 

This society was formed in 1990 and is currently supported by members in over 190 countries 

who aim to create a more sustainable form of global tourism (“Ecotourism”). It is the oldest and largest 

ecotourism society in the world. They participate in events such as ecotourism conferences, focusing on 

solutions to end unsustainable tourism with projects in El Salvador, Vietnam, Ukraine, and more. 

Sustainable Travel International 

This organization aims to “protect and conserve our planet’s most vulnerable destinations by 

transforming tourism’s impact on nature and people” (“Sustainable Travel International”). They combat 

various issues such as waste and pollution, climate change, ecosystem and biodiversity conservation, and 

improving the livelihoods of various communities. They empower travelers to be more conscious of their 

travel choices and lead to governments and communities in guiding them towards a more sustainable 

culture. 

Center for Responsible Travel (CREST) 

A tourism organization established in 2003 that aims to promote sustainable tourism so local 

communities can maintain their cultural identity and biodiversity. They believe that the two most 

pressing issues in tourism today are climate change and overtourism, which is why they have recently 

targeted countries in the Caribbean and other coastal islands by focusing on marine tourism “Center for 

Responsible Travel”). 

 

Timeline of Events 
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Date Description of event 

2001 Responsible Travel is established by Justin Francis 

2002 Responsible Travel was one of the first companies to 

offer carbon offsetting 

2005 The Kyoto Protocol entered into force, which was 

ratified on December 11 of 1997 but still needed 55 

https://www.rhinoafrica.com/en/accommodation/thakadu-river-camp/25650
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development, 22 December 2015, 

(A/RES/70/193) 

o Addresses multiple nations in calling to name the create the International Year of 

Sustainable Tourism for Development which celebrates and endorses sustainable tourism 

and gives ideas on how the world can become more sustainable. 

● The future we want, 27 July 2012 (A/RES/66/288) 
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signatures. It is an international treaty that aimed to 

reduce greenhouse gas and carbon dioxide emissions 

2009 The Long Run is created which is a nonprofit 

membership organization that focuses on nature-based 

tourism businesses targeting: conservation, community, 

culture and commerce 

2011 The zero-waste hotel is launched in Vancouver called 

the Listel Hotel, labelled as “no-rubbish-to-landfill.” 

2012 The Kyoto Protocol ended because it did not account for 

rapid economic growth and developing countries, 

including China, while the USA never even signed the 

treaty. 

2018 Greta Thunberg began her school climate strikes with 

Sweden accelerating the movement by launching the 

flight-shaming movement, encouraging people to stop 

flying 

2019 By the end of 2019, Dubai hit an all-time tourism high 

with 16.73 million overnight tourists which is a 5.1% 

increase in tourism volume, exceeding the estimated 

global tourism growth forecast by the United Nations 

World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) by over 1%. 

2020 A coalition of tourism businesses is launched, named 

Tourism Declares a Climate Emergency, dedicated to 

accelerating eco-travel and aiming for carbon-free 

tourism. 

https://www.tourismdeclares.com/
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o This resolution is important in its efforts to create an outline of steps to take and 

guidelines to set in place in order to preserve and protect the environment in a long-term 

manner. 

● Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 25 September 2015 

(A/RES/70/1) 

o This resolution is specific to 2030 by creating a plan for sustainability to achieve the 

sustainable development goals worldwide. 

● Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020, 17 June 2011 

(A/RES/65/280) 

o This resolution targeted the years 2011-2020 and focused on least developed countries, 

which must be targeted most during tourism because they may face environmental 

damage. 

● SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, 14 November 2014 (A/RES/69/15) 

o This resolution targets sustainable development calling for plans to combat environmental 

issues in general. 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Pledging to carbon neutrality 

Since the year 2010, Intrepid Travel pledged itself to be carbon neutral. They are in charge of over 

100 global travel itineraries per year and they planned on spreading their neutrality towards 125% of its 

carbon emissions (Glusac, 2020). 

Giving back to lesser developed countries 

OneSeed Expeditions uses 10% of its revenue to give back to the local communities where it 

operates with its tourists (Glusac, 2020). It provides zero-interest loans to those communities such as 

Nepal and Peru. This allows for the communities to use the money to improve their businesses. 

Striving for zero waste 

The zero-waste hotel is launched in Vancouver called the Listel Hotel, labelled as 

“no-rubbish-to-landfill.” The hotel implements many environmentally-friendly systems that support 

sustainable tourism. Some of these systems include: installation of solar panels for energy, construction 

of a heat recovery room, recycling and composting bins in every room, energy efficient technology in the 

kitchen, and a beehive on the roof (“One to Watch”). 
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Possible Solutions 

Most economically developed countries could develop more sustainable forms of energy usage 

such as: solar, geothermal, etc. This would be similar to offsetting carbon emissions but it would be used 

with all energy rather than certain types of energy. It would save nonrenewable energy 

Countries that are already dominated by walking can terminate the usage of cars and other forms 

of transportation that are harmful towards the environment. Buses, subways, and metros may still be in 

use since they provide transportation for many individuals at a time or they may also be ruled out based 

on the country. They could pledge themselves towards solely walking and biking. 

Countries which are not keen on complete termination of certain forms of transportation may 

follow Mexico in implementing a system where certain days of the week, one cannot drive their car based 

on their license plate number. Designated days of the week will be for certain people to drive or for them 

to carpool, walk, bike, etc without their car. This will minimize traffic and circulation which will also in 

turn minimize carbon emissions by reducing the amount of time spent in the car. 
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Appendix 

Global Sustainable Tourism Council 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-tourism/global-sustainable-tourism-council 

Move Over, Sustainable Travel. Regenerative Travel Has Arrived. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/27/travel/travel-future-coronavirus-sustainable.html  

Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  
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https://www.unfpa.org/resources/transforming-our-world-2030-agenda-sustainable-development#:~:text=

Transforming%20our%20World:%20The%202030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Devel

opment,-Publication%20Date:%20September&text=This%20historic%20document%20lays%20o

ut,people,%20and%20protect%20the%20planet 

Sustainable Tourism https://sustainabletourism.net/ 

Global Sustainable Tourism Council https://www.gstcouncil.org/  

United Nations World Tourism Organization https://www.unwto.org/sustainable-development  
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