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Introduction 

Technological development in countries ranges greatly. In lesser economically developed 

countries (LEDC), the lack of widespread access to the internet hampers healthcare, 

communication, and democracy. For universal and affordable access to the internet, there must 

be an effort to improve technological development and allow for affordable access to the 

internet. Causes for this are a lack of funding and a lack of initiation. The general population of 

countries without a viable access to technology lack knowledge of global topics, are unable to 

communicate problems within the country, and are at a disadvantage to the population of more 

economically developed countries (MEDC). It is the responsibility of the MEDC to aid the LEDC 

in the quest for universal access to technology.  

Wealth Gap 

With LEDCs, the wealth distribution is generally uneven. The higher class, who are the 

small portion of the population with access to the internet, can control what information is 

shared within the country, and also what is able to exit. This means that for the lower classes, 

there is no way to express their freedom of speech. When a poorer population is able to have 

access to the internet, then this will contribute to the rise of democracy. Without a viable outlet, 

people who do not have technology and media are unable to express the injustices and problems 

occurring within the country.  

In today’s world, the alleviation of poverty will be impossible without access to 

technology. An access to technology not only means a stronger education, but also a network to 

job opportunities. 
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Education 

With students across the globe having more and more access to technology, the gap 

between the growing youth population of MEDC and LEDC continues to grow. Students with an 

access to technology have a far greater general knowledge and are able to access documents in a 

range of subjects and from a range of sources. Without technology, the students in poverty in the 

LEDC are given a set education that is subject to the national school system’s choice. They are 

unable to learn about what is going on in other countries, or about different skills they could be 

acquiring. Instead, they are learning a minimal amount compared to their fellow youth 

population in other countries 

Job Opportunities 

The internet poses a great opportunity for young students and adults to seek work and 

different income sources. Through social media, websites, articles, and other online platforms, 

work-seeking individuals can view offers, express their interest in a job, or be recruited 

themselves by the employer. Without the opportunity to put yourself out there/ find what 

opportunities are online, a work-seeking individual’s options are extremely limited. With more 

support for domestic technology advancement,  work-seeking individual’s will be able to 

compete with those in MEDC for job opportunities, and can eventually raise themselves out of 

poverty.  

ECOSOC Adam Anis 29Nov 

 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

The internet 

 The internet is an online web that supports billions of global users. It has revolutionized 

communication and has allowed for a wider variety of educational opportunities. 

LEDC 

LEDC is an acronym for Less Economically Developed Country. An LEDC is a country that is 

not wealthy and is still developing. LEDC is a more professional way of saying ‘developing 

country’. The population of a less economically developed country usually has a low GDP, low 
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literacy rate, poor healthcare, substandard access to technology, and overcrowded cities. An 

example is Yemen. 

MEDC 

MEDC is an acronym for More Economically Developed Country. An MEDC is a country that is 

wealthy and more developed. The population of a more economically developed country has 

access to the internet, is educated on global issues, has healthcare services available, and lower 

infant mortality rates. An example is the United Arab Emirates 

Work-seeking individual 

A work-seeking individual is an unemployed person who is seeking to be employed. This 

shouldn’t be confused with someone who is retired, not searching for a job, currently in an 

educational institution, or in prison.  

Sustainability 

Sustainability is being able to provide for both the current generation and the future ones. 

Sustainability also includes not hampering future generations’ resources. 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 

The Sustainable Development Goals or the SDG are a list of 17 goals put in place by the UN 

for each country to achieve by 2030. They were created and agreed upon in 2015 and are 

currently being worked towards. This website explains all of them in greater detail.  

 

Background Information 

 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

In 2015, The United Nations created 17 Sustainable Development Goals. They were 

created with the intention of a more sustainable future for the planet as a whole and there was a 

decision made that no country should be left behind. The main sustainable development goal 

pertaining to this topic is #9. The topic is Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure. The United 

Nations’ goal is to “Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster innovation” (SDGS). All 17 goals are intended to be reached 

by each country and by the agreed date of 2030. 
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Recap 

The debate that will take place at the conference will be on how we can support 

domestic technology development and provide universal and affordable access to 

the Internet in least developed countries. There are multiple potential solutions (which 

will be addressed later in this report). The mindset of each delegate should be to try and make 

sure that each country has the opportunity to develop their technology and that each citizen in 

these countries has affordable access to the internet.  

 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Country or Organization  

The following countries in the council do not have strong support for technological 

advancement and/or their citizens do not have affordable access to internet:  

Nepal 

Iraq 

Eritrea 

South Sudan 

Burundi 

Somalia 

Bangladesh 

Niger 

Liberia 

 

The following countries in the council do strong support for technological advancement and 

their citizens have affordable access to internet:  

China 

France 

Russia 

United Kingdom 

United States of America 

Germany 
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The following entities have committed to supporting the technological advancement in countries 

in need and providing their citizens with affordable access to internet:  

 

The United Nations Technology Bank for the Least Developed Countries 

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

 

 

Timeline of Events 
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Date Description of event 

 

1946 Professors John Mauchly and J. Presper Eckert, of 

the University of Pennsylvania, produced the  

primary business and government commercial 

computer. 

 

1974 “A Protocol for Packet Network Interconnection” 

was published by Bob Khan and Vinton Cerf, the 

two men widely regarded as ‘the Fathers of the 

Internet’. This is regarded as the start of the 

internet. 

2004 Facebook is launched. This is relevant because 

millions of users joined and were able to connect. 

Facebook also amplified protestors’ voices to reach 

audiences outside of their countries. 

2006 Twitter is launched. This is relevant because 

millions of users joined and were able to connect. 

Twitter also amplified protestors’ voices to reach 

audiences outside of their countries. 

2010-2012 Social media platforms such as Facebook and 

Twitter provide a platform for millions of 

protestors in the successful Arab Spring. 
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2015 The United Nations releases it’s 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals. Goal 9 (Industry, Innovation 

and Infrastructure) states that targets are to 

generally improve the technology globally, with an 

emphasis on developing countries. Targets include: 

● “Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and 

resilient infrastructure, including regional 

and transborder infrastructure, to support 

economic development and human 

well-being, with a focus on affordable and 

equitable access for all 

● Facilitate sustainable and resilient 

infrastructure development in developing 

countries through enhanced financial, 

technological and technical support to 

African countries, least developed countries, 

landlocked developing countries and small 

island developing States 18 

● Support domestic technology development, 

research and innovation in developing 

countries, including by ensuring a conducive 

policy environment for, inter alia, industrial 

diversification and value addition to 

commodities” (SDGS) 
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Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Technology in LEDCs is not at the same level as in MEDCs due to two reasons. Attempts 

to solve this problem have been unsuccessful due to inappropriate application of technology and 

because of costliness.  

When attempting to improve technology in countries, governments of LEDC will often attempt 

to implement advanced equipment, such as hydroelectric power or solar power, but in a location 

where this is simply inappropriate. Perhaps water in the area is scarce or simply the town is 

unable to afford the costs or that it is not the ideal location for a solar panel due to weather. 

Better planning is important. 

The costliness has also caused troubles for countries attempting to improve their technological 

status. Implementing new infrastructure as well as proper educational systems has been deemed 

unattainable by certain governments. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Note that all solutions must be attainable by 2030. Solutions should aim to include a change in 

education systems in Less Economically Developed Countries to include mandatory technology 

classes where students learn to use computers, social media, search engines, and online 

educational tools.They should also include support from More Economically Developed 

Countries to provide LEDCs with infrastructure that allows for technological development. 

Additionally, they should be encouraging/enforcing involvement in said countries by major 

telecommunication companies. Potential economic changes could include a price floor that 

technology providers are unable to surpass when charging citizens– keeping access to the 

internet available to all citizens. Also, free news channels to the entire population would enable 

more education through technology. 

More underwater cable lines to support telephone communication within LEDC would also be of 

benefit. Lastly, there should be direct involvement from overseas corporations in providing 

technology-based career options.  
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