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Introduction 

The food system is the system that feeds us and for that people are grateful. However the food 

system and the way food is made is a major polluter. According to the UN, “Projected food production 

needs and increasing wastewater effluents associated with an increasing population over the next three 

decades suggest a 10%-15% increase in the river input of nitrogen loads into coastal ecosystems, 

continuing the trend observed during 1970-95.” then there is pesticide pollution which is what you think 

of when people say pollution. According to safe water, “ Farmland is often well drained and natural 

drainage is often enhanced by land drains. Water from excessive rainfall and irrigation cannot always be 

held within the soil structure. Therefore, pesticides and residues can quickly contaminate water supplies 

over a large area.” This problem hasn't stopped and with the rising population is bound to get worse.  A 

food system is a system that needs to embrace all elements such as environment, processes, infrastructure, 

sustainability, institutions and trade)as well as activities that relate to production. processing, distribution, 

preparation and consumption, including socio-economic and environmental outcomes. A sustainable food 

system delivers food security in a way that economic, social and environmental bases are not 

compromised. Many current food systems are unsustainable because of resource depletion as well as 

unacceptable environmental impacts. A transition to a sustainable food system will require changes. The 

idea of sustainable food systems is at the heart of the global efforts to manage human food supply. The 

sustainable development goals focus on a number of critical global issues, but Goal 2 (‘end hunger and 

promote sustainable agriculture’), Goal 12 (‘ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns’) 

and Goal 13 (‘take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts’) are the goals relating to the 

need to transition global food systems from fossil to sustainable. To understand how to meet the challenge 

presented by these goals, it is pertinent to consider what is meant by ‘sustainable’ in a food system. 

Sustainable development conserves land, water, plant and animal resources. It is environmentally 

non-degrading, technically appropriate, economically viable and socially acceptable’. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

Terms: 

Sustainable Agriculture: A type of agriculture that focuses mainly on producing long-term crops and 

livestock while having minimal to no effects on the environment 

Environment: the physical attributes of a place as well as conditions in one which is surrounded by and 

the effect the environment has on the world will be astronomical if not slowed down.  

Food system: The food system is a web of activities involving production, processing, transport, and 

consumption of food 

Distribution: To spread a product throughout marketplaces so that a large number of people can buy it.  

Climate change: A growing problem in this generation, Climate change describes the change of 

environmental conditions mainly for the worse.  

Background Information 

For years, bulk food production has been through industrial agriculture, a system mainly 

dominated by large farms growing the same crops year after year by using chemical pesticides and 

fertilizers that damage soils, water, air, and climate. For 99% of the time humans have been on earth we 

have been foraging, or hunting, fishing and gathering.Foraging is still around considering the fact that we 

eat seafood and honey and wild berries that are pickled around the roadside. This is how it was for 

thousands of years. But such products cant sustain the human race. Around the 1800th century the modern 

agriculture industry started with several advances made to farming in a short time. it saw increases in 

efficient processing and yield. It’s said these changes created the industrial revolution as well as even 

greater concentration of urban development, fueling the british empire. However, that came with 

consequences. The sustainability of agriculture degraded and became just a cash cow. Granted back then 

they didn't know the effects it could have on the environment but now we are stuck fixing it. These 

methods stuck for a few hundred years until the post WW2 west looked into it. One of the earliest 

organizations to promote sustainable agriculture was the Ontario-based group, The Land Fellowship, 

created in the early 1950s. During the 50s and 60s, there were a number of academic studies on 

sustainable issues. In 1978, Wendell Berry published The Unsettling of America that questioned 

industrial agriculture and its different effects. In 1980, Wes Jackson published New Roots for Agriculture 

which argued that monoculture farms should be replaced by polycultures, or polyculture farms, Because it 

will grow more with less land use and other variables, where one species would complement another. In 

1987, Miguel Altierri created the term Agroecology in his book with the same name. In 1988, the 
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National Academy of Sciences published its study on Alternative Agriculture featuring a study with 11 

american farmers who adopted ecologically based production methods. 

  

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Country or Organization: 

Venezuela: With the lowest GDP growth this year. being an agricultural country, it could maybe boost 

their economy by turning to sustainable agriculture 

Country or Organization 2: 

Liberia: Liberia is the most dependent country on Agriculture. Agriculture as Percentage of GDP is 76.9%. 

Meaning that changing their way of life could drastically change the economic standing of this country.  

Country or Organization 3: 

Bangladesh: The most polluted country in the world, with an average PM2.5 concentration of 83.30, 

down from 97.10 in 2018.  

Country or Organization 4: 

France: As of now France is the leading country in sustainable agriculture followed by Japan and Canada. 

Programmes led by French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development (CIRAD), the 

French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD) and the French National Institute 

for Agricultural Research (INRA), to help create more sustainable farms across France. 

 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/foodagriculture/nationalreports 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/foodagriculture/publications 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/dsd/susdevtopics/sdt_ruradevelink.shtml 

Renewing the 2030 sustainable development goals (A/RES/70/1) 
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REVIEW OF SECTORAL CLUSTERS, SECOND PHASE: LAND, DESERTIFICATION, FORESTS AND 
BIODIVERSITY (E/CN.17/ISWG.I/2000/L.1)\ 

 

 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

UAE: Efforts have been made to preserve water resources, in ways such as promoting the installation of 

modern irrigation systems to replace flood irrigation methods,saving large amounts of water. The use of 

modern irrigation systems (sprinkler, drip and fountain irrigation systems) rose to 91% in 2011 from 32% 

in 1999. 

USA: Based on a multi-pronged goal, sustainable agriculture has worked to Increase profitable farm 

income, promote an environmental administration, enhanced quality of life for farm families and 

communities, increase production of human food and fiber needs. 

China:  China’s modern development affects sustainability in farming and the people in rural 

environments. It looked in detail into the influence of policies and measures to transform agricultural 

production systems in more sustainable ways. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Governments could encourage farmers to plant a diverse array of crops on a rotating basis to 

promote soil health and avoid an increasing dependency on pesticides to manage parasites that evolve 

over time with monoculture plantings.  

Applying integrated pest management with the goal of minimizing pesticide use and  controlling pests 

through natural and biological tools, rather than chemicals. 

Managing farms as ecosystems (agroecology) through efforts such as integrating livestock and crops to 

reduce transportation-related costs and pollution;  

integrating natural large fauna to provide shade and protect crops, animals, and water resources; and 

manage uncultivated areas to help control erosion, reduce nutrient runoff, support biodiversity 
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Governments should help to adopt sustainable waste management systems, such as composting manure 

and applying it to soil instead of chemical fertilizers. 
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Appendix or Appendices 

I. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/home (ECOSOC page  will help you find documents relating to your 

resolution)  

II. cia.gov (will help you understand your country’s stance) 
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III. https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/what-sustainable-agriculture (overview of sustainable agriculture) 

IV. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/foodagriculture/nationalreports (un site on all reports they 

have on Food agriculture) 

V. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/foodagriculture/publications (un site on all publications they 

have on food agriculture) 

VI. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/dsd/susdevtopics/sdt_ruradevelink.shtml (UN sustainable 

development goals) 
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