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Introduction 

An unheard of but important issue in several of Arab countries is medicinal fabrication. 

Medicinal Fabrication deals with low medicine quality in the Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA) Region. This specific issue entails that Arab countries fabricate drug research or sell 

counterfeit medicine products for easier profit. Countries that partake in this issue include 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Bahrain, and many more. What contributes to this issue as well is 

the Medical schools in the region; the schools provide second hand knowledge and lack the 

current research methods in the Western region. With this, they lack the credibility to provide 

proper medicinal products, and therefore medicine manufactures will provide and create 

medicines without the proper research. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) wrote that they attempt to create and finalize 

their Biologic Qualifier guidance, to help countries in the MENA Region provide quality 

medicine. Unfortunately, several medicines in Saudi Arabia are counterfeited. This is not only 

applicable to Saudi but to several countries in the MENA Region. WHO also reported that 10% 

of medicines offered globally are counterfeit and amongst the drugs promoted online, 90% are 

counterfeit medicine and are life-threatening. As the issue developed the UN has created 

resolutions and guidelines to help countries resolve this issue on their own. However, there is 

still ongoing research currently to prove the severity of the issue in the MENA Region.  

As we discuss this topic, we aim to get input from the participating countries and to find 

solutions that are both economically and socially beneficial to the MENA region. Along with 

forming alliances and getting aid from neighbouring countries to form mutually beneficial 

agreements. With help from previously made resolutions, we hope to amend issues to find a 

mutually beneficial agreement to avoid potential issues. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

Fabricated 

Invented or manufactured medicinal products to deceive the public, this includes not following 

proper medicinal procedure or practices to attain a certain product.  

Counterfeit 

An imitation of a medicinal product. 

An example of this can be an imitation of Advil being sold.  

Drug Research  

The process of drug (chemical substance) manufacturing and resell. 

Medicine Quality 

The standard of the medicine that is being sold, used and given to the ill.  

If the country is providing and selling imitations of medicine, this would be an example of low 

medicine quality.  

Background Information 

A common trend in several of MENA countries is the quality of medicine in pharmacies 

or hospitals. These medicines can threaten the life of a patient even more than before the 

product. With the WHO already attempting to help the issue, there is very low statistical 

information on the issue that makes it difficult to target. Countries have tried to produce 

pharmaceuticals to accommodate the health crisis in their countries, regardless of the quality of 

the product. This lack of resources has led to the development of this issue in the MENA Region. 

Some countries have made plans to fix the issues and some haven’t, there are several global 

organizations as well that have intervened to help the ongoing issue. The goal in this debate is to 

find ways to regulate and hopefully abolish counterfeit drug manufacturing in the MENA 

Region, and potentially worldwide.  

Countries in the MENA Region, like the United Arab Emirates have made policies to 

regulate this issue and eventually get rid of the issue. They have created fines, and that's the 

main consequence the criminals will deal with. Along with these fines, the United Nations has 

created and encouraged other forms of facilitating the transportation of the products. They hope 
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to have the technology that makes the verification process quicker through ports, and to find all 

potential trade routes where the medicines may be coming from.  

With all the countries involved, which are listed below, the severity of the issue is evident 

and the current aid from the UN is valued but the issue is still present. Individual countries have 

made their own policies, but others most commit and create policies their citizens will abide by 

to bring this issue to an end.  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Egypt 

Although Egypt has contributed to this issue with a wide variety of products, they have pushed 

for the draft law of the Egyptian Drug Authority and the Egyptian Authority for Purchasing 

Medical Supplies and the Department of Medical Technology. This indicates for more regulation 

and for a system to be developed to provide proper control and form a regime against fake 

medicines. Their objectives are to;  

1. Verify their quality and effectiveness inside and outside Egypt, 

2. Develop the effectiveness and quality of pharmaceuticals and raw materials, 

3. Cooperate and coordinate with national and international organizations,  

Since Egypt has both been part of the cause and has also formed solutions, they are great 

examples of how to advocate and promote change.  

World Health Organization  

The World Health Organization has already previously launched a task force to fight illegal trade 

and sell of counterfeit drugs, vaccines, and pharmaceuticals. The taskforce, The International 

Medical Products Anti-Counterfeiting Taskforce (IMPACT), has made a goal to put an end to 

illegal drugs. Their studies suggest it kills thousands of people every year. The taskforce was 

initiated in 2006, they encouraged the public and distributors to inform the authorities of 

potential suspicions, helping IMPACT also attempt to work with corrupt sectors of police and 

custom authorities related to illegal and counterfeit drug trade. An issue that concerns WHO is 

that the most common trend in drugs is that the medicines are used to treat life threatening 

illnesses; “According to WHO, drugs commonly counterfeited include antibiotics, antimalarials, 

hormones and steroids. Increasingly, anticancer and antiviral drugs are also faked.” 
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Saudi Arabia  

Saudi Arabia struggles with finding substandard medicines; From 2011, an estimated 30-40% of 

medicines in pharmacies and hospitals are counterfeit, however the Saudi Food and Drug 

Authority claims that it is only 0.5%. This news reached the public to urge for more laws, 

increase penalties for offenses against the pharmaceutical laws. Although the research of 

medicine quality is extremely limited, with time researchers and scientists have found products 

with high quantities of amoxicillin but not used with the correct products. With this increase 

several of poor medicines have been destroyed by the Ministry of Health, but the issue still 

continues. 

United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Institute  

This organization prioritizes illegal crimes in different regions in the world. The United Nations 

Interregional Crime and Justice Institute is aware of the magnitude of the issue; they have found 

the cause of the spread and the transport of the products but still have yet to find a permanent 

solution. The UNICJR recognizes that this issue isn’t just dealt with in Arab countries but 

globally, increasing the severity of the issue. They intend to implement and encourage regulation 

at customs and follow several of the regulations proposed by the WHO.  

The United Arab Emirates 

The United Arab Emirates is a highly advanced country in the Middle East, they are well known 

for their tourism and their buildings. Surprisingly, they have also dealt with counterfeit 

medicine. On account of this, The United Arab Emirates has attempted to help the issue 

domestically by creating fines against counterfeit drug production up to 500,000 Dhs. With this 

law, they showed that this issue is common, and they’re persistent about finding an end to it.  

Timeline of Events 
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Date Description of event 

November 2000 The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

created  a convention against transnational 

organized crimes and protocols.  

November 2013 The Drug Supply Chain Security Act was made to 

reduce the trade of fabricated drugs.  
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UNODC: A Guide to Good Legislative Practices on Combating Falsified Medical 

Product-Related Crime  

● UNODC published a Guide to Good Legislative Practices on Combating Falsified Medical 

Product-Related Crime in Vienna, 22 May 2019  

● With limited studies, the UN was able to realize that groups involved with falsified drugs 

used similar routes used in different crimes.  

● They took into account two cases which showed the involvement of transnational 

organized criminal groups related to fabricated medicinal products.  

● The cases include 13 countries, some in the Middle East. 

o Specific countries not listed  

 Research Report | Page 5 of 8 
 

 

The act outlines steps to implement technology and 

tracking mechanisms of the drugs in the U.S. that 

can be applied to the MENA Region.  

Published in 2014 The book International Cooperation, Convergence 

and Harmonization of Pharmaceutical Regulations: 

A Global Perspective addresses the issue of 

counterfeit medication globally and recommends 

and provides actions towards complete global 

cooperation.  

May 2019 The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

published a Guide to Good Legislative Practices on 

Combating Falsified Medical Product-Related 

Crime. 

The countries that have been found to be dealing 

with this issue include countries in the Middle East 

(Part of the MENA Region).  

May 2019 UAE creates fines against counterfeit drug 

production up to 500,000 Dhs.  

Pharmacies involved in the resell of the product 

can be fined up to 100,000 Dhs.  
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UNODC: Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols 

Thereto 

● Adopted by the UN General Assembly; resolution 55/25 

● 15 November 2000 but entry into force 2003 

● Includes punishments for crimes such as: human trafficking (especially of women and 

children), smuggling of migrants, illicit manufacturing of firearms.  

● Not clearly mentioned, but these resolutions can be applied to counterfeit drugs and 

transportation of them.  

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

In relation to this issue, the attempts for this include the UN Resolution previously mentioned.  

There isn’t any evidence of this resolution being effective but it has several regulations that are 

applied to all countries worldwide. The regulations imply that the UN will begin to keep track 

and form a task force to take care of the trade coming in and out of the countries.  

These attempts include the fines, the technology improvements and addition. The main idea of 

the resolutions is to find ways to minimize the imports of the falsified medication into the 

countries, and to find a way to identify faulty drugs.  

Possible Solutions 

A potential solution in this issue could be to enforce a tax on governments when found to be 

violating laws. This includes counterfeit drug production and counterfeit drug resale. The Arab 

Council also encourages a task force to be sent out to the places that deal with these cases more 

frequently, to confirm and check the medicines before sell. The council also agrees and will 

encourage the delegates to look through the previous UN Solution, and to look into the 

regulation of the supply chain. 

The task force could be an incredible way to monitor the drugs coming in out of the country, 

they would place docks where imports are being shipped in. If they are fabricated drugs, they 

would be immediately disposed of and it would be customary to track where the shipment came 

from, to keep track of countries' offenses. 

It’s also encouraged to use the several technological opportunities in our current world to come 

up with machinery to speed up the process. To create machinery that is convenient and efficient 

for the task force, or even pharmacists/doctors when using medicines.  
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It’s important to also create educational forms to educate pharmacists and others on the severity 

of the issue. It’s important to reach out to the professionals that work in the areas that 

contribute to the issue; pharmacists, doctors, security, transports, etc. There have already been 

technological advancements like microtagging, Radio Frequency Identification and Nanoscale 

technology but it’s important to build on those and improve any flaws. 
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Appendix  

1. Research on Countries https://www.britannica.com/ 

2. General Information about the Topic  

 

www.imedpub.com/articles/an-evaluation-of-prevalence-of-low-quality-of-medicines-in-

saudi-arabia-and-factors-associated-an-analytical-comparative-study.php?aid=19857.  

 

https://www.tamimi.com/law-update-articles/the-fight-against-counterfeit-pharmaceuti

cals-innovative-technologies-to-the-rescue/ 

 

3. United Nations resolutions https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/resolutions-0 

 

 

 

Page 8 of 8 | Research Report 

https://www.britannica.com/
http://www.imedpub.com/articles/an-evaluation-of-prevalence-of-low-quality-of-medicines-in-saudi-arabia-and-factors-associated-an-analytical-comparative-study.php?aid=19857.
http://www.imedpub.com/articles/an-evaluation-of-prevalence-of-low-quality-of-medicines-in-saudi-arabia-and-factors-associated-an-analytical-comparative-study.php?aid=19857.
https://www.tamimi.com/law-update-articles/the-fight-against-counterfeit-pharmaceuticals-innovative-technologies-to-the-rescue/
https://www.tamimi.com/law-update-articles/the-fight-against-counterfeit-pharmaceuticals-innovative-technologies-to-the-rescue/
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/resolutions-0

